July 27 1910
Unatilla Roads.
The honorable
'he Secretary ol the Interior,.
b s it
0n Apeil %,1810, the Departucut approved an ap-
plic&tiou ol thie Eogrd of Cowity Coumissioners ol Umatilla
County,Oregou, ror the establishment or ceérteili puvilc
roads across the Unatilla Indian Reservaticu. The appli-
cation was approved subgject to the regulatious prescriced
by the Depurtweunt ou August £,1906, regarding driving or
slock acrose the reservation lands. Subsequent to tioe
promulgation orf this approval, letters were received in
the Orrice Irom the Hon. William K. kllis and Lon. Jonathen
Lourne, 1n wiich 1t was shown that the County aulliorities
were notvt willing tc accept the roads subgect Lo the res—
trictious imposed by the Department. These geutlemen were
inrorued by the Office that it did not believe all trese
restirictions should e removed, but trat 1t was Willing to
recommend to the Department the rewoval orf the charge for

crossing the Indian laads, providing ths Indiaas would give

their coussiite. The matter was takea up with the S

teaudent and he was instructed to circulate awosng the Indi
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a petition addressed to the Departucut, requasting the
rewoval ol the charge. It was thouslit best to take this
action rather thanl have him bring the natter before tie
tribal council, as previous efrorts to have the council

collsent to the establichment of the roais as pubLic high-
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vays Nhad besn unsuccessiul, the inriueucs or three or four

OI the older and wore influentiar Indians having prevailed.
1 have the honor to anclose a latter dated July 14,

1910, frow the Superintendent transumittiing a peition signed

by 808 adult Indians requesting that sucly part ol itue rasu-

lations prescribed by the Departuent ou August Z,1908, tor

the driving of stock across ths réservation, which relates
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1o the paymcnt or a chargeé for the privilege be revoked,
but that thie regulation providing for a written agreocueit
betweon the owner or the stock and the Superintendent be-
fore'enter;ng the reservatiou, and.tno eutering into a
good aud surricient vond witvh approved sweties to 1ndei—
nify the Inaiaas in case of damnagse done by the stocvk be
continued 1iu force.

It appears that the petition has vesu signad by
a magority or the adult Indians belonging on the wreservation,
The Superintendent recownaends that the clarge r'ors the rrivi-
lege or crossing the reservation witl Stock he rauoved, but
that the reawminder or the reguwlations be coutinued in tforce,
alld says that 1T thils be done tne autnoritics will accept
the roads. The OrTice reospectiully recommends that Le-
paritwent approval ol April ¥,1910, bYe modif'ied su as to
revoke tiac charge I'or driving stock across the rosorvation,
named 1u the regulatious or Auguct 2,190¢, aud that all
other purts ol such regulations rewain in force.

Toere 1s also euclosed aucivhicr comraun L catl i0u,

aated July 14,1910, frou the Supcrinteuaent transmitting
a peritlion signed by 96 alult ludians on the resorvatiodn,
requesting that the road running east rroa cayuse, along
thie Umatilla River, to the east bounaary of the ¢roservation,
be not turned over to the County oi Umatilla as a public
road, fou tiie reasvu that 1t is beirisved that tiw road will
be used peincipally for automobiles, which the 1ndians
think would e daugerous to tliew. Thiis road is one of
tlieoe 1ndicated on the map approved by the Depariuent on
April %,1910. The tfuperinteundent reports that il the
County accuwues jurisdiction over the road, it will be im-
proved, and that 1n all probability the automovlile owuers
Will use 1t the sawe as tliey do the olhoer reservation rogds;
nal 10 repalsed the rosidents or Pendieton wWill have a
nore direct route to Wenaha Springs, a swuwner resort on tne
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reservation, aad the asswiplion of jurisdictioi over the
road by thie county autloritics will make the Agency and
the City or Peundleton nmore accessipie to the poople Living
_along the river east ol the Cayuse, as tiey new have to
toavel a roundabout way. He recoumends that NCax action
be talen o thie petition as the Indians will suller no
1oss il the road becowes a puvlic highway.

In-as-much a8 tnis road frow Cayuse to the
easteril bowndary oi the reservatioiu was inciuded 1n tnose
approved ou April 2,1910, and as the protest ol the 1ndians

docs not seew to be well supposted, the Orrice recommends
that it be not further coucidered.
Very respgectfuLly,
(signed) C. F. Hauke
Secouud Assistant CommisSslousl'.
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Appioved:
(signed) Frank Pierce

IMirst Assistant Secretary.




