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LEE STREET GRADE (8TH STREET) LEGALIZATION REPORT 
 

GENERAL 
The portion of Lee Street Grade, County Road No. 983, that was surveyed in anticipation of this 

legalization is located adjacent to the city limits and urban growth boundary of the City of Pendleton 
between Southeast Byers Avenue and the unimproved public roadway accepted by the City of 
Pendleton and the Umatilla County Commissioners, Reel 78, Pages 1355 through 1363, Umatilla County 
Deed Records.  The road to be legalized is located in the Southwest ¼ of Section 2, Township 2 North, 
Range 32 E.W.M.   

 

HISTORY 
 In 1877, Jacob’s Addition (Lee Street and the blocks west of Lee Street south of the Umatilla 
River) was recorded.  There are no distances shown on the north-south lot lines between Lewis Street 
(Southeast Byers Avenue) and the River. 
 In 1879 County Road #33A was established.  It began at the intersection of Court and Mill 
(Southeast 6th) Streets, ran north to Lewis Street (Southeast Byers Avenue), east to a point near Granger 
(Southeast 7th) Street, north and northeast to and across the Umatilla River, then north and northwest 
to the “Weston and Pendleton Road” (a.k.a. “Wildhorse and Pendleton Road”), most of which has been 
vacated. 
 In 1881 The Addition to the Addition of Jacob’s Addition was recorded which included the blocks 
east of Lee Street.  Again, no distances are shown on the north-south lot lines west of Lee Street 
between Lewis Street and the Umatilla River. 
 In 1890 County Road #333 was established.  It began at a point on the north bank of the 
Umatilla River opposite the north end of Lee Street and ran north and west to the “Pendleton and Cold 
Springs Road” (now County Road No. 1092, Johns Lane).  This is the road now known as Lee Street Grade 
(County Roads 983 and 1003), though the field notes and plat of the old road do not exactly match its 
current physical location (thus the need for legalization). 
 In 1892 the north end of Lee Street bridge was referred to in a deed from W. S. Byers to the City 
of Pendleton which places it close to where it is currently. 
 In 1897 a deed from T. C. Taylor to W. S. Byers refers to “the inside of the northeast corner of 
the abutment on the north side of the Umatilla River as the bridge crosses said river, at the north end of 
Granger Street in Jacob’s Addition” indicating there was a bridge over the River at that time which 
would be close to the described location in the Road 33A notes. 
 Our only records show that the existing bridge was originally constructed in 1909 and partially 
reconstructed in 1955.   

 

ISSUES 
 The City of Pendleton, OBEC Consulting Engineers, and O. D. O. T. are currently working on 
designing a new bridge which will require acquisition of more right-of-way.  In order to acquire 
additional right-of-way, the location of the existing right-of-way needs to be established, as it does not 
match existing road records.  There is a gap between the platted streets south of the Umatilla River and 
the beginning of the county road (old Road 333) on the north side of the River.  Also, Road 333 was 
described through a series of angle points and tangents; the traveled road has curves in it.  Owners of 
the river bed itself have been deceased for quite some time and the river has changed location over the 
years.   
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IMPACTS TO UTILITIES AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
 Legalizing the road as shown on the attached survey map and as described in the final order will 
have no adverse impacts to utilities or adjacent property owners.  Impacts to property owners and 
utilities due to new bridge construction will be dealt with as part of the bridge replacement contract.   
 

STATUTES 
 ORS 368.201(1) provides for a county governing body to initiate proceedings to legalize a road if, 
through omission or defect, doubt exists as to the legal establishment or evidence of establishment of a 
public road; ORS 368.201(3) provides for a county governing body to initiate proceedings to legalize a 
road if the road as traveled and used for 10 years or more does not conform to the location of a road 
described in the county records; ORS 368.201(2)(a) provides for a county governing body to initiate 
proceedings to legalize a road if its location cannot be accurately determined due to numerous 
alterations of the road. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 The Public Works Department recommends that the road be legalized in the location and at the  
width shown on the road survey and as described in the final order except that the portion south of the 
Umatilla River (Engineer’s Station 0+00.00 to 2+75.00) that is in the same location as the platted city 
street will remain unchanged and under the jurisdiction of the City of Pendleton. 
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Wells Fargo Financial, Oregon, Inc. 

Renton & Katherine Feller 
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Damon Lodge 

Julie Clark 

Iron Horse Investments, L.L.C. City of Pendleton 

2N3202CD 
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Eugene & Mary Hallman 
James Rosenberg, Trustee 

2N3202 
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Start of legalization 
(Station 2+75.00) 

Begin Stationing 
Station 0+00.00) 

18 



Start of legalization 
(Station 2+75.00) 

Begin Stationing 
(Station 0+00.00) 
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Edge of R.O.W. to be legalized 

Ownerships 
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Approximate start of Legalization 
at station 2+75.00 looking North 

along centerline 

Near intersection of SE 8th and 
SE Byers Ave. at station 

0+00.00 looking North along 
centerline 
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Near end of Bridge 111 at 
station 5+89.77 looking North 

along centerline 

Near Mobile home park 
entrance at station 6+98.59 

looking North along centerline 
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NE Ellis Place at 
Station 11+50.28 looking 

North along centerline 

Near station 8+81.09 looking 
North along centerline 
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Near NE Ellis Place Station 
11+50.28 Looking North 

along centerline 

Near station 13+84.37 looking 
North along centerline 
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Approximate end of Legalization 
Sta. 18+16.82 

Near station 15+67.38 looking 
North along centerline 
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