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HELIX CEMETARY ROAD
LEGALIZATION REPORT

HISTORY

Helix Cemetery Road as it now exists is made up of a portion of old Road No.
190-A which was established in 1897 and an older un-numbered road which was
established in 1879. The 1914 plat of the Helix Cemetery shows a 20-foot wide strip of
land (presumably for an access road) leading from the cemetery proper to a point 253 feet
north, which is very close to the point where Road 190-A angled from an east-west
direction to a north-south direction. No record of the County accepting this 253 feet of
road is on record, though it has been maintained by the County for many years. The end
of Road 190-A was where it intersected the old existing (un-numbered) road, which has
been referred to incorrectly as Road 243, Road 190-A, and Road 190. The older road ran
north from this point to the north line of Section 11 (Columbia Street) and then turned
and ran west. The statutory width of county roads at the time Road 190-A was
established was 60 feet and no records on file show any different width. The width at the
time the un-numbered road was established was also 60 feet, but its width was established
at 40 feet as per the petition to open the road.

GENERAL
The road lies in an agricultural area between the City of Helix and the Helix
Cemetery. The gravel surface is very narrow, mainly because a deep drain ditch has been
constructed on the east side along a portion of the road, taking up almost the entire right-
of-way width. A drainage problem exists on the north end near Highway 335 and right-
of-way location needs to be known if any improvements are to be made.

IMPACTS TO UTILITIES AND PROPERTY OWNERS

Every effort was made to keep Pacific Power and Light poles inside the right-of-
way. A discrepancy between some earlier surveys and the one done for this road
legalization as to where the road right-of-way is results in the road being 6-8 feet farther
west than previously thought, though it doesn’t affect any structures or other
improvements. It should be noted that there is a portion of old Road No. 190-A near the
Cemetery that runs east and west at the foot of the bluff that has never been vacated.

STATUTES
ORS 368.201(3) provides a basis for the county governing body to initiate
legalization proceedings if a road as traveled and used for 10 years or more does not
conform to the location of a road described in county road records. The road as shown on
the attached survey map is close to the north-south centerline of Section 11, with minor
variations, which is where it was originally established



RECOMMENDATION
The Public Works Department recommends that the road be legalized as shown
on the attached survey map and as described in the final order at a width of 60 feet from
the Helix Cemetery north to where old Road 190-A terminated and at a width of 40 feet
from that point north to Highway 335.
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Name: HELIX
Date: 4/5/105
Scale: 1 inch equals 1000 feet

Location: 045°50'45.7" N 118° 39'14.1" W
Caption: COUNTY ROAD NO. 953 - HELIX CEMETERY ROAD

Copyright (C) 1997, Maptech, Inc.
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