July 27 1910
Unatilla Roads.
The Lonorable
'ne Secretary ol the Interior.
S1X 8
0n April %,19810, the Departucil approved an ap-
plic&tiou ol the Eoard of Cowity Couwmissioners of Unutilla
Countvy,Oregou, for the establishment or certein pupLic
roads acrocs the Unmatilla Indian Reservaticiie. The appli-—
cation was approved subgject to the regulations prescrived
LYy the Dejpartuent ou august %,1906, regarding driving or
stock across the reservation lands. Subsequent to tae
promulgation or this approval, letters were rIeccived in
the Orfice Irom the Hon. Williaw K. Milis and ron. Jonathan
Lourne, 1n which i1t was shown that the cowlty auviioritics
Were nov willing tc accept the roads subject 1o the res—
trictionus imposed by the Department. Theso geutlencn weare
inrormed by the 0ffice that it did not believe all tlLese
résirictions should oe removed, but trat it was wWilling to
recommend to tre Departument the rewoval of the chargse for
crossing the Indian launds, providing thse Indians would five
thedir conusauite. The matter was taken up wi
teudent ana he was instructed to circulate auwoug the Indians
a4 petition addressed to the Departucul, requesting the
reumoval oi° tihe charge., It was thiought best to take this
action rather than have him bring the nmatter before tuc
tribal council, as prev1ous.efrurts 1o have the cowncil
collgent tu the ostablicliment of ths roads as Public¢ hig
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vays had been ulsuccessful, the inriuwcncs oL three or fowr

OI' tiie older and wore influentind Indians having prevailed.

1 have the honor to 8nclose a lettey aatved July 14,

1910, frow the Superinteudent transmitting a peition signed

Ly 808 adult Indians requesting that sucli part ol

e refu-
lations prescribed by the Dopartuent ou august 2,1908, ftor
the driving of stock across the o

- .

éservation, which rclates




to the payumcut or a charge for the jrivilege be revoked,
but that tiie regulation providing rfor a written agresment
betweoan the owner or the stock and the Superintendent be-
forc'cute:;ng the reservatiou, andltne entering into a

£ood aud sulTicieat bond witn approved swreties to 1ndeu

abd

—

P )

nify tne Inaiaus in case ol damage done by the stock be
continued 1iu force.

It appears that the peiition has vesi sighud by
a magority o1 the adult Indians belonging on the roservation.
The Superintendent recogmends that tihe charge for the rrivi-
lego oI crossing the reservatiod witlh stock bve rauoved, but
that the reaminder or the reguwlations be ccutinued 1imn f'orce,
ana says tnat 1T thls be dene tne autnoritics will accept
the roads. The Orfice respectiully recommenas that Le-
partwent apprsoval ol April ¥,19010, bYe modif'ied su as to
revoke tae charge for driving stock across the reservation,
narged 1n the regulatiouns ol Auguct 2,190, aud that all
other parts or such regulations remain in force.

Toere 1o also euclosed auoulicr communicatioun,

dated July 14,1910, frouw the supcerinteudent traisaitting

o

petition signed by 96 adwlt Indians on the reservation,
requesting that the road ruaning east rrow Cayuse, aiong
the Umatilla River, to the east boundary of the roservation,
be not turned over to tne County oi Umatills as g public
road, for thie reasvu that 11 is belisved that tio road will
be used peincipally for automodbiles, which the 1ndians

think woudd be dangesous to tiiou. Tnis road is one of
tlhieoe 1ndicated on the map approved by the Depart.ent on
April %2,1910. The fuperinteundent reports that ii' the
County assuues jurisdiction over the road, it will be im-
proved, and that 1a all probability tlhe automovlile owiers

Will use it the saue as they do the other reservation rouads;

-

that 11 repulsred the rosidents or Peudieton will have a
nore direct rouie to Wenaha Springs, a swmner resort on the

-




reservation, and the asswaption of Jurisdictiou over the
road by the County autihoritics will make the Agency and
the City ol Pendletou more accessiole to the psople living
_along the river east ol the Cayusoe, as tihey new have tu
toaquvel a roundabout way. He recoumends that nesxx action
be talen on the petition as the Indians will suffer no
loss il the road becuwes a public higlivay.

In-ag-much as tnis road from Cayuse to the
gascltaril boundary ol the reservatiod was included 1 tuose
approved ou April 22,1910, and as the protest ol ilhe indians
doece nol seeud to be well supposted, the Orfice recommends
that it be nov furtihier cousidered.

Very respectfully,
(signed) C. F. Hauke

Secuud Aseistant Comuissionsr.

Appioved:
(signed) Frani Pierce

FMirst Assistant Secrotary.




