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JOHNSON ROAD
LEGALIZATION REPORT

HISTORY

Johnson Road was originally established in 1882 as County Road No. 133. It
began at the Southwest Corner of Section 3 in Township 4 North, Range 34 East near
what is now the intersection of Piper Road and Gerking Flat Road, and ran easterly for 7-
1/2 miles to what was then called the Weston to Walla Walla Road and what would now
be the southerly extension of York Road. It included what are now portions of Piper
Road, Mansfield Road, Cannon Road, and Johnson Road. No width was stated in the
petition to open the road or the order establishing the road.

GENERAL

In the 1882 survey of the road, J. H. Raley, County Surveyor, called for a section
corner at the beginning of the survey and a % corner at the end of the survey with no calls
for section or Y% corners in between and ran in cardinal directions and even mile, 2 mile,
and Y mile increments (see field notes). The center of the road in the area of this
legalization as it is traveled today lies north of the section lines based on current section
and Y section monuments. Assessor maps and old Metsker’s maps indicate that the road
was assumed to lie on the section lines.

Bridge 59C542 over Pine Creek is scheduled to be replaced with HBRR funding.
Preliminary design work indicates additional right-of-way will need to be acquired north
of the existing structure and Anderson-Perry & Associates has requested that the location
of the existing right-of-way be established so that descriptions can be written for the new
right-of-way. The east end of the survey for this legalization was terminated at the line
marking the right-of-way obtained by the Oregon State Highway Department in the
construction of the Weston Interchange.

Assessor maps show the road width to be 40 feet. However, because no road
width was stated in the petition or order establishing the road, laws governing road widths
at the time the road was established indicate a 60-foot width (see attached chart showing
statutory road widths).

IMPACTS TO UTILITIES AND PROPERTY OWNERS
Utilities in the area include overhead power lines and buried telephone lines. No
negative impact to utilities is anticipated, as all visible installations are well within the
60-foot right-of-way. No negative impacts for property owners is anticipated due to
legalizing the road as it is currently traveled.

STATUTES
ORS 368.201(3) provides a basis for the county governing body to initiate
legalization proceedings if a road as traveled and used for 10 years or more does not
conform to the location of a road described in county road records.



RECOMMENDATION
The Public Works Department recommends that the road be legalized as shown
on the attached survey map and as described in the final order at a width of 60 feet.
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