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EASTSIDE ROAD LEGALIZATION REPORT 
 

HISTORY 
The portion of Eastside Road (County Road No. 575) that was surveyed in anticipation of this 

legalization is located approximately 1 ½ miles northeast of the City of Milton-Freewater.  It begins at 
Birch Creek Road and runs south for approximately ½ mile to the east-west centerline of Section 25, just 
north of Rosebud Lane.    
 In 1906, Road 563 was established at a width of 40 feet.  The petition for the road and the plat 
describe the road beginning at what is now the intersection of Eastside Road and Birch Creek Road and 
running south to what is now the intersection of Eastside Road and LeFore Road.  However, the field 
notes and court order establishing the road indicate the road beginning ½ mile north of the intersection 
of Eastside Road and Turbyne Road and running south to the Eastside Road/Lefore Road intersection.   
 In 1922, deeds for Eastside Market Road No. 20 were obtained which established the road at a 
width of 60 feet from the Eastside Road/Birch Creek Road intersection south to a point 1/8 mile north of 
the east-west centerline of Section 25.  The deeds also included a strip of land 30 feet wide on the” west 
side of the centerline of said road” from that point south to the east-west centerline of the section.  No 
deeds are on file addressing the 20 feet on the east side that shows on assessor maps.  The 1914 
Standard Atlas shows no road between the north end of Old Road 563 and Birch Creek Road.  The 1932 
Metsker Atlas shows the road more or less in its present location. 
 

ISSUE 
 Umatilla County has obtained funding to replace the Tum-A-Lum Bridge (Bridge 483).  The 
Oregon Department is currently working on the design, which could possibly affect the location of the 
north end of the road where it intersects Birch Creek Road.  An accurate description of the road where it 
exists today will be needed in order to write deed descriptions and descriptions for any of the road that 
will need to be vacated.  Legalizing the road will also eliminate any doubt about the 20-foot width on the 
east side that we have no records for. 
 

IMPACTS TO UTILITIES AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
 Legalizing the road as shown on the attached survey map and as described in the final order will 
have no adverse impacts to utilities or adjacent property owners.  Any utility relocation or property 
acquisition due to the new bridge construction will be funded as part of the project. 
 

STATUTES 
 ORS 368.01(3) provides for a county governing body to initiate proceedings to legalize a road if 
the road as traveled and used for 10 years or more does not conform to the location of a road described 
in the county records.  ORS 368.201(2)(a) provides for a county governing body to initiate proceedings 
to legalize a road if its location cannot be accurately determined due to numerous alterations of the 
road. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 The Public Works Department recommends that the road be legalized in the location and at the 
widths shown on the road survey and as described in the final order. 
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NO ROAD EXISTS 
IN 1914 

11 



1932 METSKERS ATLAS 
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EASTSIDE STATION 20+59.91(PT) LOOKING SOUTHWEST 

NEAR EASTSIDE STATION 19+24.16 (POC) LOOKING SOUTH 
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EASTSIDE STATION 26+72.57(POC) LOOKING SOUTHWEST 

EASTSIDE STATION 22+67.51(PC) LOOKING SOUTHWEST 
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EASTSIDE STATION 29+46.24(PT) LOOKING SOUTH 

EASTSIDE STATION 35+15.29 LOOKING SOUTH 

STATION E36+22.97(PI) 
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NEAR EASTSIDE STATION 42+99.14 LOOKING SOUTH 

EASTSIDE STATION 39+60 LOOKING SOUTH 

STATION E42+99.14 
(END OF 
LEGALIZATION, 
EASTSIDE PORTION) 
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