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MILTON CEMETARY ROAD
SPOFFORD ROAD
WHITEMAN ROAD
LEGALIZATION REPORT

HISTORY

Spofford Road was originally established in 1878 as part of County Road No. 59.
It ran from the Oregon-Washington State line in the Spofford area east of Milton-
Freewater southeasterly to what is now State Highway No. 204 and was referred to as the
road from the State Line to the Weston and Summerville Road. County Road No. 59
included what are now parts of Elliot Road, Birch Creek Road, Walla Walla River Road,
and Lincton Mountain Road, as well as Spofford Road.

Milton Cemetery Road and Whiteman Road were originally established as County
Road No. 299 in 1887. The road began at the southwest corner of Section 6 near the
present-day intersection of Grant Road and Milton Cemetery Road, ran east for a mile to
the southeast corner of Section 6, then north % mile, then east % mile to the center of an
existing lane (Road No. 59), then north % mile along the existing lane to the township
line, then east 2 % miles to the northeast corner of Section 3.

A market road map dated 1931 of Milton Cemetery Road and the portion of
Spofford Road overlapped by it shows the alignment and location of the road to be very
close to the present-day road. The road was probably originally asphalted in the 1940’s.

GENERAL
The roads lie in an agricultural area. The width of the asphalt surface at the time
the roads were surveyed (February) was only 16-18 feet. Trucks and equipment have
increased in size over the years necessitating one-way traffic in several places. Area
property owners have requested that Umatilla County widen the road, meaning that the
right-of-way location needs to be established.

IMPACTS TO UTILITIES AND PROPERTY OWNERS
Every effort was made to keep the City of Milton-Freewater electric poles within
the right-of-way. Most are inside the right-of-way or on the line. A few could not be
kept inside the right-of-way without sacrificing room for the road. Little or no negative
impact to abutting property owners is anticipated.

STATUTES
ORS 368.201(3) provides a basis for the county governing body to initiate
legalization proceedings if a road as traveled and used for 10 years or more does not
conform to the location of a road described in county road records. Due to maintenance
of the roads over the years some of the angle points have become curves and slight shifts
one way or another have taken place.



-

Some discrepancy exists as to the width of Spofford Road. Tax Map 5N 36
shows the width to be 60 feet; Tax Map 6N 36 shows the width as 40 feet. Attached in
this report is a copy of a chart showing statutory road widths by date of establishment.
No width for Spofford Road is stated in any of the records, making its width 60 feet.
Road records specifically stated that Milton Cemetery Road and Whiteman Road (Old
Road No. 299) were to be 40 feet in width.

RECOMMENDATION
The Public Works Department recommends that the roads be legalized as shown
on the attached survey map and as described in the final order at a width of 40 feet for
Milton Cemetery Road and Whiteman Road and a width of 60 feet for Spofford Road.
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