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BIRCH CREEK ROAD LEGALIZATION REPORT 
 

HISTORY 
 The portion of Birch Creek Road (County Road No. 550) that was surveyed in anticipation of this 
legalization is located approximately 2 miles northeast of the City of Milton-Freewater.  It begins at Tum-
A-Lum Road and runs east for approximately 0.3 mile to the Tum-A-Lum Bridge on the Walla Walla 
River, then southeasterly for approximately 0.1 mile to its intersection with Eastside Road, then east for 
approximately ½  mile to its intersection with Telephone Pole Road, then north approximately 0.1 mile, 
then east approximately ¼ mile. 
 In 1895, Road 456 was established at a width of 40 feet.  Its location was nearly the same as the 
road as it is currently traveled except for variations due to maintenance over the years and differences 
in the perceived locations of some of the section corner monuments.  In 1922, deeds for Eastside 
Market Road No. 20 were obtained which widened the road between the Tum-A-Lum Bridge and 
Eastside Road intersection from 40 feet to 60 feet. 
 

ISSUE 
 Umatilla County has obtained funding to replace the Tum-A-Lum Bridge (Bridge 483).  The 
Oregon Department of Transportation is currently working on the design, which will include some right 
of way acquisition and possibly some vacation of right of way no longer needed.  An accurate 
description of the road as it exists today will be required in order to write deed descriptions and 
descriptions for any of the existing road that will need to be vacated. 
 

IMPACTS TO UTILITY AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
 Legalizing the road as shown on the attached survey map and described in the final order will 
have no adverse impacts to utilities or adjacent property owners.  Any utility relocation or property 
acquisition due to the new bridge construction will be funded as part of the project. 
 

STATUTES 
 ORS 368.201(3) provides for a county governing body to initiate proceedings to legalize a road if 
the road as traveled and used for 10 years or more does not conform to the location of a road described 
in the county records.  ORS 368.201(2)(a) provides for a county governing body to initiate proceedings 
to legalize a road if its location cannot be accurately determined due to numerous alterations of the 
road. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 The Public Works Department recommends that the road be legalized in the location and at the 
widths shown on the road survey and as described in the final order. 
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EDGE OF TRAVELED ROAD IS OUTLINED IN PINK 

TAX LOTS 900, 901, 1000 
LLOYD & SHIRLEY MCNARY 

TAX LOT 1100 
MATHEW & HEIDI EVANS-KOCH 
(BEVERLY EIFFERT) 

TAX LOT 700 
SUZANNE KNIFONG 

TAX LOT 101 
BEVERLY EIFFERT 
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TAX LOT 4OO 
BIRCH CREEK FAMILY, LLC 

TAX LOT 100 
MATHEW & HEIDI 
EVANS-KOCH 
(BEVERLY EIFFERT) 

TAX LOT 200 
LINDA KRUGER LARSON 
(JERRY & LOUISE LARSON) 

TAX LOT 200 
LINDA KRUGER LARSON 
(JERRY & LOUISE LARSON) 
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EDGE OF TRAVELED ROAD IS OUTLINED IN PINK 

TAX LOT 1200 
ANDREW & KELSEY HENDRICKS 

TAX LOT 900 
SCOTT LARSON 
(JERRY & LOUISE LARSON) 

TAX LOT 1000 
STEVEN & CHERYL COPELAND 
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 TAX LOT 200 
LINDA KRUGER LARSON 
(JERRY & LOUISE LARSON) 

TAX LOT 200 
LINDA KRUGER LARSON 
(JERRY & LOUISE LARSON) 
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EDGE OF TRAVELED ROAD IS OUTLINED IN PINK 

TAX LOT 600 
PHYLLIS HEIDENRICH 

TAX LOT 200 
PHYLLIS HEIDENRICH 

TAX LOT 100 
BEVERLY EIFFERT 
(MATHEW & HEIDI EVANS-KOCH) 

TAX LOT 200 
LINDA KRUGER LARSON 
(JERRY & LOUISE LARSON) 
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EDGE OF TRAVELED ROAD IS OUTLINED IN PINK 

TAX LOT 100 
JAMES & VIRGINIA VANDERSLOOT 

TAX LOT 200 
PHYLLIS HEIDENRICH 

TAX LOT 600 
PHYLLIS HEIDENRICH 

TAX LOT 300 
DAVID & JAMES CASPER 
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BIRCH CREEK ROAD 

BIRCH CREEK ROAD 

BIRCH CREEK ROAD 
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NEAR BIRCH CREEK STATION 0+00 LOOKING EAST 

STATION BC0+00  
(BEGINNING OF LEGALIZATION ) 

TUM-A-LUM ROAD 

BIRCH CREEK ROAD RIGHT 
OF WAY CENTERLINE 

BIRCH CREEK STATION 6+00 LOOKING EAST 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 14+13.44 

BIRCH CREEK STATION 14+00 LOOKING EAST 

BIRCH CREEK STATION 12+00 LOOKING EAST 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 15+00 LOOKING EAST 

BIRCH CREEK STATION 15+25.29(PC) LOOKING SOUTHEAST 

STATION 
BC15+25.29(PC) 

STATION 
BC15+81.99(PT) 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 18+37.37(PC) LOOKING SOUTH 

BIRCH CREEK STATION 15+81.99(PT) LOOKING SOUTH 

EQUATION STATION – 
BC19+24.16(PC) 
E19+24.16(POC) 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 20+50 LOOKING EAST 

NEAR BIRCH CREEK STATION 19+24.16(PC) LOOKING SOUTHEAST 

STATION BC21+03.05(PT) 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 29+00 LOOKING EAST 

BIRCH CREEK STATION 37+00 LOOKING EAST 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 43+00 LOOKING EAST 

NEAR BIRCH CREEK STATION 43+63.03 LOOKING NORTH 

TELEPHONE POLE ROAD 

STATION BC43+63.03 

STATION BC43+63.03 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 47+50 LOOKING NORTH 

BIRCH CREEK STATION 48+00 LOOKING NORTH 

STATION BC48+62.17 
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BIRCH CREEK STATION 61+00 LOOKING EAST 

NEAR BIRCH CREEK STATION 48+62.17 LOOKING EAST 

STATION BC61+82.20 
(END OF LEGALIZATION, 
BIRCH CREEK PORTION) 

SECTION LINE 
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